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ROTARY CLUB OF CLAYTON
Frank Sinatra 

Tribute Concert: July 15
Benefiting Rotary Club of Clayton Scholarships

Clayton Opera House-7:00 p.m.
Advance Tickets $20/$25 Day of Event

Box Office: 315.686.2200

Annual Gun and 
Sportsman's Show: August 20-21

Benefiting scholarships and service projects

Clayton's Recreation Park Arena
Saturday 8:30-5:00; Sunday 9:00-4:00

Admission $5/day; $4 for military with ID, under 12 free

8:00am – 7:30 pm daily
May 1 – to - Oct. 23
Only International Car/Passenger 
Ferry on the St. Lawrence River

hornesferry.com

Wolfe Island, Ont. /Cape Vincent, NY
Ph 613-385-2402 – or – 315-783-0638  
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EARLY FRENCH HISTORY
Early records of the exploration of the

French in North America tell us that they
were in the area of Cape Vincent as early as
1615. This area was also occupied by the
indians and used as their hunting grounds
for many years. In 1655 the French mis-
sionary priests Father Chaumonoit, Father
Dablon and Father Simon LeMoyne came
among the Onondaga Indians to establish
missions and homes.

James LeRay de Chaumont acquired
many thousands of acres of land in North-
ern New York in the late 1790’s and early
1800’s. Cape Vincent was named after his
son, Vincent LeRay. Father and son worked
together and used their influence back in
their homeland to attract many French emi-
gres and refugees of the Napoleonic regime
to come and settle in Cape Vincent and sur-
rounding areas.

Some of the refugees returned to France
after a few years but a majority of the emi-

gres stayed on and many of their descen-
dants still live in the area. Reminders of our
French history include many family names,
homes, personal belongings, letters and
other documents.

For more information about Cape Vin-
cent’s history and its French background,
we invite you to visit the Cape Vincent
Community House and Museum on Mar-
ket Street, the Cape Vincent Museum on
North James Street and the Cape Vincent
Community Library on Real Street.

The Cup and Saucer House 
by Town of Cape Vincent Historian, Peter J. Margrey

Count Pierre Real, exiled from France by
the downfall of Napoleon I after the
French Revolution came to Cape Vin-

cent in 1816. Count Real was Prefect of Police
under Napoleon, and by 1818 had built the
well-known "cup and Saucer House". Al-
though it was meant to be for Napoleon if he
could be rescued from St. Helena, Count Real
himself lived in this house when he returned to
Cape Vincent in 1822. It received its name because of the peculiar style of architecture--re-
semble an inverted cup placed in a saucer. When Napoleon was not rescued from St. He-
lena, the house was sold to Theophius Peugnet, and Real returned to France. Peugnet was
also a follower of Napoleon and came to Cape Vincent after the French Revolution. He and
his family lived in the house until it burned in 1867. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Purcell of New York City and Cape Vincent bought this parcel of
land and had the Community library built on it. While this land was being excavated for
the walls of the library, Floyd Gould Sr., contractor, found some of the remains of the foun-
dation of the Cup and Saucer House. The Library was dedicated in June 1968. 

Front Cover Photo by: Rolin V. Hanson
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43rd Annual

LaFête Francaise
FRENCH FESTIVAL • CAPE VINCENT, NY

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JULY 9 AND 10, 2011

SATURDAY, JULY 9TH
Mr. George Elmer Master 

Of Ceremonies

7:00 am - 11:00 - Pancake Breakfast 
At St. John’s Episcopal Church, 

Market St.
8:00 am - French Pastry & French Bread 

On Sale
9:00 am - All Crafts & Exhibits 

Open For The Day
Book Signing - Napoleon’s Gold

Before and After The Parade
at Buccaneer Motel

CARTS
French T-Shirts  • French Flags

French Bread & Pastry
Balloons • Information

EVENTS
Arts  & Craft Show & Sale

10:30 am - 2:00 - and 3:30 -6 pm
Children’s Program

11:00 am Official Opening Reviewing
Stand, Broadway Welcome by  Mayor  

and Town Supervisor
Crowning of French Festival Queen

Presentation of Queen’s Court
Proclamation by French Festival Queen
2:00 pm Parade - Napoleon will lead the 

Parade; includes Floats, Bands and 
Other Attractions. Over  60 units.

4:00 pm Awards At Reviewing Stand - 
4:15 - 6 pm -  Band Performances  

5:00 pm Festival Mass  - St. Vincent of
Paul Church (Spoken in French)

6:30 - 8:30 - Cajun Music by 
JESSE LEGE and BAYOU BREW

9:30 - Fireworks  
Breakwall on Waterfront

SUNDAY, JULY 10TH
9 am -3 pm Arts & Craft Show & Sale

11 am - Alumni Soccer Game
at Cape Vincent Elementary School
12 - 3 pm Historical Museum on 

James Street will be open
1 pm - Antique Car Parade
2-4 pm - Cajun Music by 

JESSE LEGE and BAYOU BREW

Napoleon Bonaparte 1769 - 1821

July 8, 9 and 10
Free Family Book Walk 

Presented by the Cape Vincent Library
Follow the book and read along as you move from one page 
to another and get a little exercise along the way. Teach your

children the importance of reading and being active too.
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Each year the Cape Vin-
cent French Festival Com-
mittee has the privilege to
acknowledge the outstand-
ing commitment and con-
tributions of an individual
who exemplifies volun-
teerism in support of the
French Festival.   Again
this year the committee dis-
cussed a number of deserv-
ing contributors and
ultimately chose to dedi-
cate the 2011 French Festi-
val to David Parker

Dave was raised in Cape Vincent as a
child and later moved to Texas with his
family.  At the age of 6, his family returned
to Cape Vincent where his father started
the family business, Cape Vincent Plumb-
ing and Heating. David graduated from
Thousand Islands High School and then
took over the business from his father. He
and his wife Cathy live on County Route
6.  Dave has three daughters, Nikki, Sarah
and Kelly and one granddaughter. 

Dave always lends a hand setting up
sound systems for whatever organization
that might need his expertise. He has vol-
unteered at many Cape Vincent Chamber
of Commerce events either to play or sing,
very often with his daughter Sarah and
sometimes the whole family, or to set up a
sound system for an event. 

Dave has been the parade chairman of

the French Festival for
over 10 years. He contacts
and hires all the bands that
perform in the parade.
Dave works all winter call-
ing, e-mailing and mailing
the prospective bands. The
day of the Festival, he or-
ganizes the lineup of all the
entrants in the parade and
gathers information about
them to be announced dur-
ing the parade. He sets up
the reviewing stand and
the sound system for the
French Festival master of

ceremonies, George Elmer and makes cer-
tain that he can be heard throughout the
entire village and.  Dave also arranges for
the entertainment for the Friday night
block dance the weekend of the French
Festival that takes place from the review-
ing stand.

There are a select few volunteers for the
French Festival each year that begin work-
ing long before the event to ensure it is
successful.  From those volunteers, there
are some that set virtually everything else
aside starting the week before the event in
order to do setup and preparation for the
festival.  Dave is one of these people and
has made this level of commitment for
over ten years.  When you see Dave at the
Festival this year be sure to congratulate
him and thank him for his many years of
hard work and dedication. 

PAST FRENCH FESTIVAL QUEENS
(Names at the time of coronation)

1971 Julie Constance
1972 Debbie Aubertine
1973 Mary Ann Wiley
1974 Judy McArdle
1975 Barbara Kuellertz
1976 Gail Cmaylo
1977 Joanne Bates
1978 Jean White
1979 Mary Lynn Robbins
1980 Cheri Wiley
1981 Sheri Ingerson
1982 Kimberly Merchant
1983 Lori Pond
1984 Melinda Johnson

1985 Janine Brown
1986 Rachel Peters
1987 Kristie Stumpf
1988 Erin Titus
1989 Melinda Titus
1990 Sarah Scott
1991 Holly Lane
1992 Diane Hazlewood
1993 Susan Denny
1994 Susan Denny
1995 Ariana Knight
1996 Sarah Brennan
1997 Melissa Phillips
1998 Melissa Mahaffy

1999 Kylie Ingerson
2000 Kara Pitkin
2001 Kimberly Mahaffy
2002 Lorraine Gauthier
2003 Aubrey Fulton
2004 Sarah Hathaway
2005 Jennifer Paulus
2006 Katherin Williams
2007 Jessica Blodgett
2008 Kathleen Fulton
2009 Brittany Ward
2010 Shelley Burgess

Napoleon - Mr. Ronald Jacobs
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Welcomes you to Cape Vincent & to the beautiful St. Lawrence River!

WASTE 
MANAGEMENT

22360 Card Road, Felts Mills, NY 13638
Tel.: (315) 773-5696 • Fax: (315) 773-2863

“We’re the best in our class” for over 30 years

PO Box 799 - Cape Vincent, NY 13618-0799
Phone -315-654-2068 • Fax - 315-654-3097 

Providing insurance coverage for non-profit 
animal related groups nationwide.

www.dogclubinsurance.com

w w w. d o g c l u b i n s u r a n c e . c o m

SPORTSMEN’S INSURANCE AGENCY PLAN, INC.SPORTSMEN’S INSURANCE AGENCY PLAN, INC.

isellinthe1000islands@yahoo.com

on the St. Lawrence River

MOBILE HOME PARK & SALES
12 E. at Millens Bay between, Clayton & Cape Vincent

35157 County Route 7, Cape Vincent, NY 13618
Family Owned & Operated • Roger & Barb Alexander

Tom & Julie Docteur 
lazyacrespark@hotmail.com • www.nnyrealty.com/lzacres.htm

(315) 654-2560
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BARNARD & 
DOCTEUR 

INSURANCE

TEL. (315) 654-2119
OR (31) 649-2211

FAX (315) 654-2109

P.O. BOX 275
121 S. MARKET STREET

CAPE VINCENT, NY 13618

A Division of Associated 
NY Insurance Agencies Inc

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

223 E. Broadway Street
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Robbins Grandjean Agency Inc.
GENERAL INSURANCE

Phones: (315) 654-2941 
OR (315) 654-2113
Fax: (315) 654-3900
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Why a “French” Festival?
Napoleon Bonaparte is the most widely renowned leader of France and he is often re-

garded as one of the greatest military leaders ever.  Napoleon is a widely recognizable
representative of France.  We cannot claim to have actually had Napoleon himself in the
North Country but there is no doubt that the Bonaparte name and the French influence
are apparent in the area.

While in his heyday, Napoleon gave his several brothers the crowns of countries he
conquered.  His older brother, Giuseppe (Joseph) Napoleon Bonaparte was crowned
King of Spain but fled Spain with the crown jewels and other treasures after defeat at
the Battle of Vitoria in 1813. He returned to France and supported and soldiered for his
younger brother, Napoleon.  After Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815, Joseph nego-
tiated a small part of his remaining valuables with James Le Ray de Chaumont, a natu-
ralized American citizen, for some 27,000 acres of land in the North Country.

Napoleon was to join his elder bother in America but chose
to surrender to the English and suffered his second exile,
this time to the small island of St. Helena.  Joseph and a
cadre of Bonapartists are said to have hatched a plan to
spirit Napoleon from St. Helena to Cape Vincent.
Rumor has it that the Cup and Saucer House built by
Count Pierre Francoise Real (where the Cape Vincent
Community Library stands today) had a never-occu-
pied room in the cupola held especially for Napoleon.
Although Joseph made several appearances there, the
news of Napoleon’s death in 1821 caused the conspir-
ing exiles to leave Cape Vincent.  Only the Peugnet
brothers stayed, Theophilus in the Cup and Saucer
House until it burned in 1867.

In 1835, Joseph Bonaparte sold his remaining North
Country holdings to John La Farge, another French-
man.  Despite Napoleon himself never making his way
to the North Country, Lake Bonaparte was part of
Joseph’s tract and carries the family name.  Other
French names are obvious throughout the area.  James
Le Ray de Chaumont left his name to two townships in
the area.  He was instrumental in the establishment of
mills, wharves and roads that precipitated many French
political refugees to settle in the North Country.  Le
Ray built the Stone House here in the former Gravelly
Point, for his son, Vincent and named the burgeoning
village Cape Vincent in his honor.  Le Ray de Chau-
mont names are prolific in the area as James held, at
one point or another, hundreds of thousands of acres -
Cape Vincent for one son, Alexandria Bay for another,
Theresa for a daughter, even Plessis, after the family
dog.

While we honor and respect all the French influ-
ence in our history, it is not inappropriate to choose
Napoleon as an excellent ‘symbol’ to lead our French
Day Parade.  
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Housekeeping Cottages with Dockage & Cable TV
in the Village - on the St. Lawrence River

P.O. Box 379, Cape Vincent, NY 13618 • (315) 654-2001

RIVERSIDE 
COTTAGES

BeLLe ePOQue
SuSan Mahrer-Owner
352 East Broadway, P.O. Box 273
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Phone: 315-654-4466
Cell: 917-370-2938
E-mail: BelleEpoqueCV@aol.com

FINE GIFTS,
APPAREL AND

RIVER
KEEPSAKES

R O N S O N ’ S
GOLD STAR LIQUOR

20% OFF
2 or more bottles of wine

With This Ad. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Good through December 31, 2011

341 Arsenal St. • Watertown • 782-5220
“We Will Match Any Locally Advertised Prices!”

Cape Vincent Arts Council Inc.,
P.O. Box 848, Cape vincent, N.Y. 13618

Summer Concerts on the Green
Poets and Writers, INK, June-September • Painter’s Workshop – July and August

The Chopin Piano Competition - September • Holiday House - December

For more information call • 315-654-2413

Dedicated to bringing the arts to Cape Vincent
Membership and participation are open to all.
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On the St. Lawrence River
TRAILER PARK, RV SITES

AND MARINA
FISHING • BOATING

Burns Family
Rockne & Beverly Burns

Managers

33247 NYS Rt. 12E
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

(315) 654-13168
willowshores@tds.net
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Lester Phillipson - President 
Meetings 2nd and 4th Mondays • Aubrey’s Inn - 6:30 p.m.

New Members Welcome • For More Information call 315-654-2293

C A P E  V I N C E N T ,  N Y  1 3 6 1 8

CAPE VINCENT
LIONS CLUB

The

American Legion Club

JOHN C. LONDRAVILLE
POST #832

WELCOMES
All Legionnaires and their Guests

Broadway        654-2101

ANCHOR MARINA
Total Marine Service Since 1963

ANCHOR MARINA

Gas • Diesel • LP • ICE

DOCKAGE • STORAGE 

Mercruiser • Volvo • OMC • Used & Brokerage Boats

583 E. Broadway, Cape Vincent, NY • 654-2300

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary
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“HOMETOWN BANKING 
AT ITS BEST”

MAIN BRANCH
154 E. Broadway, CAPE VINCENT, NY 13618

Faye C. Waterman, President/CEO • 315-654-2115

CHAUMONT BRANCH
12084 NYS Rt. 12E, CHAUMONT , NY 13622

Karen Fitzgerald, Branch Manager • 315-649-2245

LAFARGEVILLE BRANCH
20410 NYS RT. 411, LAFARGEVILLE, NY 13622

Debbie Montondo, Branch Manager • 315-658-2660

• DEBIT CARDS • FREE CHECKING
• COMPETITIVE RATE CD’S

• LOANS TO MEET YOUR EVERYDAY NEEDS
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL    

MORTGAGES
• ONLINE BANKING
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A.  Stone House - Reflecting the classic
Georgian Architecture of the Loire Val-
ley, built of native limestone quarried on
Carleton Island in 1815 by Vincent
LeRay De Chaumont. Owned by Brett
Slack.

B.  Beechwood - Home of Mr. & Mrs. Barry
Mills. Built in 1835 by M. Henry Crevolin,
friend of the Chaumont family.

C. Maple Grove - A modified Greek Re-
vival type house. Built by Charles Smith
toward the mid-nineteenth century on
land of Theophilus Peugnet, French
refugee. Owned by Lynn & Bruce Taylor.

D. Headwater’s House - A limestone
house build in 1820, owned by Buell
Fuller for whom Fuller’s Bay was named.
For years the only house on the Point.
Now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Austin.

E. Maclean House - Built of limestone in
Georgian manner. 

F. General Delos Sacket -  Built before
the Civil War General Sacket who later
became Senior Inspector General of
Armies of the United States.

G. Otis Home - Former home of Augustus
Phillippe Dufort, built during era of
Napoleonic refugees, 1818-1821.

H. St. Vincent de Paul - Organized and
built in 1850.  Catholic Church

I. Ainsworth House - Originally home of
Dr. Avery Ainsworth. Built prior to 1849.
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Alan Vail.

J. Crevolin House - Home of Mr. & Mrs.
Ronald Youngs. Built in the 1840’s, one
of the oldest and most quaint houses in
Cape Vincent.

K. St. John’s - Organized and built in
1841. Destroyed Episcopal church by
fire in 1999 and rebuilt in 2000.

L. Buckley House - Old Buckley House,
example of early American Gothic archi-
tecture. Built by James A. Buckley in the
early 1820’s. Home of Mr. and Mrs.
Brandt Miller.

M.*  Community House - Built in the 1820’s
by the George Bartlett family. Became
Community House in 1931 and the Mu-
seum in 1967-1995.

N.*  United Church - Built in 1850 on land
purchased from Vincent LeRay de
Chaumont.

O. Community Library - Built on the site of

Cup and Saucer House. Planned as a refuge for Napoleon Bonaparte.

P. Tibbetts Point - Named for Captain John Tibbett.  Lighthouse Original structure
built in 1827, present building constructed in 1854.

Q.* Cape Vincent Fisheries & Aquarium - Built in 1856 as a grist mill, operated from

Historic Points of Interest
Most May be seen only froM the outside interior not open to the public 

* asterisk denotes those open to the public
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S. Rosiere Cemetery

Parade Route

KEY
1. Crafters
2. Porta Johns
3. Handicapped Parking
4. Pancake Breakfast at 

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5. Fire Hall - Pastries & 

Bread Sold
6. Reviewing Stand
7. Food Concessions
8. EMS Services
9. Crafter Parking
10. Free Public Parking and 

Free Shuttle To Downtown

• Public Access

the late 1800’s to 1965, a Federal Fish Hatchery. Now oper-
ated by New York State Department of Environmental Con-
servation.

R.* Breakwall - Built to prevent damage caused by high break-
ers from Lake Ontario and wake of ocean-going vessels.

S.* Rosiere Cemetery - St. Vincent de Paul’s Cemetery. Tomb-

stones of early French settlers dating back to the beginning
of the 19th century.

T. Richard Esselstyne - Used as meeting House and Hospital 
House (1809) during War of 1812.

Sorry ...
No Pets Allowed
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The 43rd Annual French Festival
in Cape Vincent, NY 

July 9th & 10th, 2011
French Pastries and French Bread will be sold on Saturday starting at 8:00

am.  There will be over 200 crafters lining the streets of the village and will
begin selling their handmade, handcrafted items beginning at 10:00 am. Open-
ing ceremonies start at 11:00 am from the reviewing stand on Broadway in
front of the American Legion. A mammoth parade is planned to begin at 2:00
pm with many bands from the U.S. and Canada as well as local high school
bands, fife and drums, bagpipes, steel drums and many spectacular floats. Chil-
dren’s programs are planned throughout Saturday including puppet shows,
magicians, clowns and a street entertainer. French re-enactors will be in at-
tendance for the day on Saturday dressed in authentic Napoleonic garb.  The
public is invited to dress in French attire to be judged for prizes for the most
original costumes. After the parade, there is a free concert featuring “Jesse
Lege and Bayou Brew” playing Cajun music on the reviewing stand. An im-
pressive fireworks display will begin at dusk from the breakwall and can be
viewed from the Cape Vincent waterfront

At 11:00 am. on Sunday, in addition to the arts and crafts sale, the Thou-
sand Islands High School Alumni will be playing the high school students in a
memorial soccer game at Cape Vincent Elementary school. Proceeds go to the
Thousand Islands High School Memorial Scholarship Fund. At 1:00 pm on
Sunday the North Country All – American Classics car club is having an an-
tique car parade following the same parade route as Saturday.  If you would
like to join the car parade, bring your antique or classic, car, truck, or tractor
to Cape Vincent Recreation Park at 12:00 noon for the lineup. The Cajun Band
“Jesse Lege and Bayou Brew” will be entertaining on the Village Green start-
ing at 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm imme-
diately following the car parade.  

Commemorative posters created by
well-known artist Paul Taylor will
be on sale at the Chamber booth on
the Village Green. Mr. Taylor will
be signing the posters from his
booth also located on the Village
Green.

For more information call 654-2481 or go to
the website www.capevincent.org.
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Sunny Bank Restaurant
& Waterfront Grille

Serving Lunch & Dinner
7 Days A Week

Dockage Available
Outside Dining & Lounge 
with a View of “the River”

for Your Summer Enjoyment

5842 Sunny Bank Drive
NYS Route 12E

315-654-2124
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VALLEY PEETZA
“Good Pizza - Spelled Badly”

Serving fresh dough pizza, subs, salads, 
chicken wings, soda, etc, etc

All shops open daily with delivery available
Now accepting credit cards

Four Tees per Hole - Cart Rental
Watered Fairways - Full Size Driving Range

League Play - Clubhouse Facilities
Entrance on Cheever Road  --  off Old Town Springs Road

649-GOLF (4653)

CHAUMONT
649-2420

CLAYTON
686-1200

CAPE VINCENT
654-4800

BROWNVILLE
786-0234

33379 Rt. 12E
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Seasonal Mobile Home Park
• Directly on the River

• Spacious Sites
• Beach • Deep Harbor

• Fishing Pier • Homes for Sale

Island Shadows

Owners:
Gary & Elizabeth Beaton
654-3741

Managers
Ronn & Ellen Van Atta

654-2312
Master of Ceremonies for over

35 years, George Elmer.
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STEWART SIGNS & APPAREL
In Business to improve your image!

Mon-Fri 8:00 - 5:00 & Saturday, appointment only

www.stewartsigns.com

Mark & Becky Stewart
Your Sign & Apparel Specialists

34238 NYS Rt. 12E, Cape Vincent, NY 13618

315-654-2000
stewartsigns@tds.net
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VISIT OUR FULL SERVICE BRANCHES AT
GOUVERNEUR AND ALEXANDRIA BAY FOR

GREAT PRODUCTS LIKE THESE!

Where You Save, Does Make A Difference!

• Competitive Rate Mortgages & Commercial Loans 
• Home Equity & Construction Loans 

• Recreational Vehicle Loans • Interest Checking & Non Checking 
• Passbook Savings & Statement Savings • Certificate of Deposit & IRAs 

• ATM, Debit Cards & Online Banking

www.gouverneurbank.com

Hours: Mon. - Thurs 8:30-4:00 • Fri 8:30-6:00

15 NYS Rt. 12, Alexandria Bay, NY 
315-482-4197 Gouverneur Loan Officers

Alexandria Bay Loan Officers
20 John Street, Gouverneur, NY

315-287-2600
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Not Just For The 4th of July

Carnivals • Parties 
Festivals • Weddings ...
The Possibilities are Endless

Young Explosives Corp.
Display Fireworks

P.O. Box 18653, Rochester, NY 14618
(800) 747-1781 • (585) 394-1783
fireworks@youngexplosives.com

www.youngexplosives.com

FIREWORKS
FIREWORKS
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French Towne Market
(Formerly Aubrey’s Shopping Center)

Full Service Grocery Store featuring:
Fresh Deli and Meats, Fresh Produce, Souvenirs, DVD

Rental, ATM Machine, NY Lottery, 
Delivery Available, Extensive Walk-In Beer Cooler, Ice

Look for Our Weekly Sales Ad

Why travel and waste gas to shop in 
overcrowded Watertown chains?

Save Time and Money.
Shop and Support Your Local Businesses.

342 East Broadway      654-2381
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Bienvenue!

Enjoy Cape Vincent’s
43rd Annual French
Festival!
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