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The Cup and Saucer House 
by Town of Cape Vincent Historian, Peter J. Margrey

Count Pierre Real, exiled from France by
the downfall of Napoleon I after the
French Revolution came to Cape Vincent

in 1816. Count Real was Prefect of Police under
Napoleon, and by 1818 had built the well-
known "cup and Saucer House". Although it
was meant to be for Napoleon if he could be
rescued from St. Helena, Count Real himself
lived in this house when he returned to Cape
Vincent in 1822. It received its name because of the peculiar style of architecture--resemble
an inverted cup placed in a saucer. When Napoleon was not rescued from St. Helena, the
house was sold to Theophius Peugnet, and Real returned to France. Peugnet was also a fol-
lower of Napoleon and came to Cape Vincent after the French Revolution. He and his fam-
ily lived in the house until it burned in 1867. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Purcell of New York City and Cape Vincent bought this parcel of
land and had the Community library built on it. While this land was being excavated for
the walls of the library, Floyd Gould Sr., contractor, found some of the remains of the foun-
dation of the Cup and Saucer House. The Library was dedicated in June 1968. 

Front Cover Photo by: Rolin V. Hanson



EARLY FRENCH HISTORY
Early records of the exploration of the

French in North America tell us that they
were in the area of Cape Vincent as early as
1615. This area was also occupied by the
indians and used as their hunting grounds
for many years. In 1655 the French mis-
sionary priests Father Chaumonoit, Father
Dablon and Father Simon LeMoyne came
among the Onondaga Indians to establish
missions and homes.

James LeRay de Chaumont acquired
many thousands of acres of land in North-
ern New York in the late 1790’s and early
1800’s. Cape Vincent was named after his
son, Vincent LeRay. Father and son worked
together and used their influence back in
their homeland to attract many French emi-
gres and refugees of the Napoleonic regime
to come and settle in Cape Vincent and sur-
rounding areas.

Some of the refugees returned to France
after a few years but a majority of the emi-

gres stayed on and many of their descen-
dants still live in the area. Reminders of our
French history include many family names,
homes, personal belongings, letters and
other documents.

For more information about Cape Vin-
cent’s history and its French background,
we invite you to visit the Cape Vincent
Community House and Museum on Mar-
ket Street, the Cape Vincent Museum on
North James Street and the Cape Vincent
Community Library on Real Street.

River Hospital & River Community Clinic

Make us your first choice in health care
4 Fuller Street (315) 482-2511
Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 www.riverhospital.org

Inpatient, Outpatient & Specialty Surgical Services

THE 2010 FRENCH FESTIVAL COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL WHO HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO AND HAVE BEEN SUPPORTIVE OF FRENCH FESTIVAL.

WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING:
CAPE VINCENT ELEMENTARY • THE JOHN C. LONDRAVILLE • AMERICAN LEGION • CITIZENS BANK OF CAPE VIN-

CENT • VILLAGE OF CAPE VINCENT • TOWN OF CAPE VINCENT • CAPE VINCENT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CAPE VINCENT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND AMBULANCE

WE SINCERELY HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR VISIT, AND, THAT YOU WILL HAVE A SAFE JOURNEY HOME.

AU REVOIR! SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!
JULY 9 & 10, 2011



42nd Annual

LaFête Francaise
FRENCH FESTIVAL • CAPE VINCENT, NY

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JULY 10 AND 11, 2010

SATURDAY, JULY 10TH
Mr. George Elmer Master 

Of Ceremonies

7:00 am - 11:00 - Pancake Breakfast 
At St. John’s Episcopal Church, 

Market St.
8:00 am - French Pastry & French Bread 

On Sale
9:00 am - All Crafts & Exhibits 

Open For The Day

CARTS
French T-Shirts • Berets & Buttons 

French Flags • French Bread & Pastry
Balloons • Information

EVENTS
Arts  & Craft Show & Sale

10:30 am - 2:00 - and 3:30 -6 pm
Children’s Program

11:00 am Official Opening Reviewing
Stand, Broadway Welcome by  Mayor  

and Town Supervisor

Crowning of French Festival Queen
Presentation of Queen’s Court

Proclamation by French Festival Queen
2:00 pm Parade - Napoleon will lead the 

Parade; includes Floats, Bands and 
Other Attractions. Over  60 units.

4:00 pm Awards At Reviewing Stand - 
Trophies to winning Bands and Floats by

the French Festival Queen
4:15 - 6 pm -  Band Performances  

5:00 pm Festival Mass  - St. Vincent of
Paul Church (Spoken in French)

9:30 - Fireworks  
Breakwall on Waterfront

SUNDAY, JULY 11TH
9 am -3 pm Arts & Craft Show & Sale

11 am - Alumni Soccer Game
at Cape Vincent Elementary School
12 - 3 pm Historical Museum on 

James Street will be open
1 pm - Antique Car Parade

2-4 pm - Karaoke with Reality Check
On the Village Green

Napoleon Bonaparte 1769 - 1821

July 9, 10 and 11
Free Family Book Walk 

at the Rec Park Playground on James St. 
presented by the Cape Vincent Library

Follow the book and read along as you move from one page to another
and get a little exercise along the way. Teach your children the 

importance of reading and being active too.



Each year the Cape Vincent
French Festival Committee has
the privilege to acknowledge the
outstanding commitment and
contributions of an individual
who exemplifies volunteerism in
support of the French Festival.
Again this year the committee dis-
cussed a number of deserving con-
tributors and ultimately decided by
unanimous vote to dedicate the
2010 French Festival to Ms. Shelley
Higgins.

Shelley is a lifelong resident of the area having
graduated from Thousand Islands High School and
Jefferson Community College.  She currently re-
sides near St. Lawrence Corners with her husband
David and son Cody.  In her spare time, Shelley en-
joys gardening, boating, photography and being an
active promoter of the 1000 Islands community.

In June of 2000 Shelley was named the Execu-
tive Director of the Cape Vincent Chamber of
Commerce.   This position has allowed her to be-
come involved with all aspects of the promotion of
Cape Vincent businesses and tourist events.  As
part of her position Shelley helps coordinate mul-
tiple events each year including: Oktober Fest, the
Spring Fishing Derby, Tibbetts Point Run, Concerts
on the Green, auto shows, the Poker Run, Kids
Day on the River and many others. 

Although participation in the French Festival has
always been part of the Executive Director role, it’s
the level of involvement and commitment to the
festival that Shelley has exhibited over many years
that makes her so deserving of this year’s dedica-
tion.  Were Shelley to draw the line of her involve-

ment at her defined position, the en-
tire festival committee would suffer.
Instead, for many years, Shelley has
gone well beyond what’s expected
by doing such things as endlessly
pursuing the recruitment of volun-
teers to lead committees or work at
the festival.  She’s instrumental in
making sure that all licenses, permits
and regulations are adhered to lead-
ing to a safe and “legal” event. In
addition, in more recent years Shel-

ley has taken on leadership or supporting roles in
almost every aspect of the French Festival includ-
ing: enhancing and coordinating the advertising,
photo imaging for the posters, expanding our ad-
vertising to new areas within the state, helping co-
ordinate the French Festival Queen Pageant,
pursuing new entertainment avenues for the event
and supporting countless other aspects of the festi-
val that, through her efforts, contribute to a well
executed and fun weekend in our community.
Shelley continues to express her commitment to
making the French Festival more than a “one time”
experience for visitors to the area and wishes to
make this event a multi-generational memory for
those families who are the fabric of  The Thousand
Islands. 

When you attend French Festival you can be as-
sured to find Shelley somewhere in the crowd pass-
ing out information, giving directions, resolving
some last minute issue or hurrying from one spot to
another to cover for someone.  When you see Shel-
ley at this year’s festival, please offer her your con-
gratulations and thanks for her long time
commitment to the French Festival’s success!! 

PAST FRENCH FESTIVAL QUEENS
(Names at the time of coronation)

1971 Julie Constance
1972 Debbie Aubertine
1973 Mary Ann Wiley
1974 Judy McArdle
1975 Barbara Kuellertz
1976 Gail Cmaylo
1977 Joanne Bates
1978 Jean White
1979 Mary Lynn Robbins
1980 Cheri Wiley
1981 Sheri Ingerson
1982 Kimberly Merchant
1983 Lori Pond
1984 Melinda Johnson

1985 Janine Brown
1986 Rachel Peters
1987 Kristie Stumpf
1988 Erin Titus
1989 Melinda Titus
1990 Sarah Scott
1991 Holly Lane
1992 Diane Hazlewood
1993 Susan Denny
1994 Susan Denny
1995 Ariana Knight
1996 Sarah Brennan
1997 Melissa Phillips
1998 Melissa Mahaffy

1999 Kylie Ingerson
2000 Kara Pitkin
2001 Kimberly Mahaffy
2002 Lorraine Gauthier
2003 Aubrey Fulton
2004 Sarah Hathaway
2005 Jennifer Paulus
2006 Katherin Williams
2007 Jessica Blodgett
2008 Kathleen Fulton
2009 Brittany Ward

Napoleon - Mr. Ronald Jacobs
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Welcomes you to Cape Vincent & to the beautiful St. Lawrence River!

WASTE 
MANAGEMENT

22360 Card Road, Felts Mills, NY 13638
Tel.: (315) 773-5696 • Fax: (315) 773-2863

“We’re the best in our class” for over 30 years

PO Box 799 - Cape Vincent, NY 13618-0799
Phone -315-654-2068 • Fax - 315-654-3097 

Providing insurance coverage for non-profit 
animal related groups nationwide.

www.dogclubinsurance.com

w w w. d o g c l u b i n s u r a n c e . c o m

SPORTSMEN’S INSURANCE AGENCY PLAN, INC.SPORTSMEN’S INSURANCE AGENCY PLAN, INC.



• DEBIT CARDS
• FREE CHECKING
• COMPETITIVE RATE CD’S
• LOANS TO MEET YOUR 

EVERYDAY NEEDS
• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL    

MORTGAGES
• ONLINE BANKING

12084 NYS Rt. 12E 20410 NYS Rt. 411154 E. Broadway

315-649-2245315-654-2115 315-658-2660

BARNARD & 
DOCTEUR 

INSURANCE

TEL. (315) 654-2119
OR (31) 649-2211

FAX (315) 654-2109

P.O. BOX 275
121 S. MARKET STREET

CAPE VINCENT, NY 13618

A Division of Associated 
NY Insurance Agencies Inc

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS



Housekeeping Cottages with Dockage & Cable TV
in the Village - on the St. Lawrence River

P.O. Box 379, Cape Vincent, NY 13618 • (315) 654-2001

RIVERSIDE 
COTTAGES

Sunny Bank Restaurant
& Waterfront Grille

Serving Lunch & Dinner
7 Days A Week

Dockage Available
Outside Dining & Lounge 
with a View of “the River”

for Your Summer Enjoyment

5842 Sunny Bank Drive
NYS Route 12E

315-654-2124



223 E. Broadway Street
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Robbins Grandjean Agency Inc.
GENERAL INSURANCE

Phones: (315) 654-2941 
OR (315) 654-2113
Fax: (315) 654-3900

CAPE VINCENT HISTORICAL MUSEUM
P.O. Box 376, Lower James St., Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Phone 654-4400 • Open July and August
Mon. thru Sat.: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Sun. 12 to 3 p.m.

Museum brilliantly displays the history of Cape Vincent in one of the communities’ oldest
buildings. This venerable stone structure was used as a barracks to house soldiers during the
War of 1812. Later on, the Forsythe Brothers manufactured ironwork for sailing vessels and
cookstoves during its day as a foundry and machine shop. It has also served as a Town Barn
and the Chamber of Commerce offices. In may of 1992, the Museum was dedicated.
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A.  Stone House - Reflecting the classic
Georgian Architecture of the Loire Val-
ley, built of native limestone quarried on
Carleton Island in 1815 by Vincent
LeRay De Chaumont. Owned by Brett
Slack.

B.  Beechwood - Home of Mr. & Mrs. Barry
Mills. Built in 1835 by M. Henry Crevolin,
friend of the Chaumont family.

C. Maple Grove - A modified Greek Re-
vival type house. Built by Charles Smith
toward the mid-nineteenth century on
land of Theophilus Peugnet, French
refugee. Owned by Lynn & Bruce Taylor.

D. Headwater’s House - A limestone
house build in 1820, owned by Buell
Fuller for whom Fuller’s Bay was named.
For years the only house on the Point.
Now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Neil Austin.

E. Maclean House - Built of limestone in
Georgian manner. 

F. General Delos Sacket - Home of Dan
& Joan Macura. Built before the Civil
War General Sacket who later became
Senior Inspector General of Armies of
the United States.

G. Otis Home - Former home of Augustus
Phillippe Dufort, built during era of
Napoleonic refugees, 1818-1821.

H. St. Vincent de Paul - Organized and
built in 1850.  Catholic Church

I. Ainsworth House - Originally home of
Dr. Avery Ainsworth. Built prior to 1849.
Home of Mr. & Mrs. Alan Vail.

J. Crevolin House - Home of Mr. & Mrs.
Ronald Youngs. Built in the 1840’s, one
of the oldest and most quaint houses in
Cape Vincent.

K. St. John’s - Organized and built in 1841.
Destroyed Episcopal church by fire in
1999 and rebuilt in 2000.

L. Buckley House - Old Buckley House,
example of early American Gothic archi-
tecture. Built by James A. Buckley in the
early 1820’s. Home of Mr. and Mrs.
Brandt Miller.

M.*  Community House - Built in the 1820’s
by the George Bartlett family. Became
Community House in 1931 and the Mu-
seum in 1967-1995.

N.*  United Church - Built in 1850 on land
purchased from Vincent LeRay de
Chaumont.

O. Community Library - Built on the site of Cup and Saucer House. Planned as a
refuge for Napoleon Bonaparte.

P. Tibbetts Point - Named for Captain John Tibbett.  Lighthouse Original structure
built in 1827, present building constructed in 1854.

Historic Points of Interest
MOST MAY BE SEEN ONLY FROM THE OUTSIDE INTERIOR NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

* ASTERISK DENOTES THOSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC



E. Broadway

way

ey La
ne

Joseph

Ainsworth Ln.

Lake St.

St.

Lake

Pine St.

12E

Clayton & Alexandria Bay

Garden Wall Dr.

M
arket St.

Point

Esselstyne

M
urray

Lee

W
illiam

Bay

Grant Rd.

S. Jam
es

W
iley Blvd.

Center

Elm

Jam
es

Club St.

▲

2
2

4

95

6

3 1

1

1

1

7

7

8

Recreation
Park

L a w r e n c e     R i v e r
Carleton Island

o l f e
I s l a

n
d

Breakwall

7

L

N

K

G

T

I

Q

R

J

F

S. Rosiere Cemetery

Parade Route

KEY
1. Crafters
2. Porta Johns
3. Handicapped Parking
4. Pancake Breakfast at 

St. John’s Episcopal Church
5. Fire Hall - Pastries & 

Bread Sold
6. Reviewing Stand
7. Food Concessions
8. EMS Services
9. Crafter Parking

• Public Access

Q.* Cape Vincent Fisheries & Aquarium - Built in 1856 as a
grist mill, operated from the late 1800’s to 1965, a Federal
Fish Hatchery. Now operated by New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation.

R.* Breakwall - Built to prevent damage caused by high break-
ers from Lake Ontario and wake of ocean-going vessels.

S.* Rosiere Cemetery - St. Vincent de Paul’s Cemetery. Tomb-
stones of early French settlers dating back to the beginning
of the 19th century.

T. Richard Esselstyne - Used as meeting House and Hospital 
House (1809) during War of 1812.



Harold A. Henchy - President 
Meetings 2nd and 4th Mondays • Aubrey’s Inn - 6:30 p.m.

New Members Welcome • For More Information call 315-654-3047

C A P E  V I N C E N T ,  N Y  1 3 6 1 8

CAPE VINCENT
LIONS CLUB

THE

American Legion Club

JOHN C. LONDRAVILLE
POST #832

WELCOMES
All Legionnaires and their Guests

Broadway        654-2101

ANCHOR MARINA
Total Marine Service Since 1963

ANCHOR MARINA

Gas • Diesel • LP • ICE

DOCKAGE • STORAGE 
Mercruiser • Volvo • OMC • Used & Brokerage Boats

583 E. Broadway, Cape Vincent, NY • 654-2300

E-Mail: mlburmaster@yahoo.com



STRAWBERRY LANE LLC.
RIVERVIEW APARTMENTS

912 Strawberry Lane, Clayton, NY 13624
(315) 686-4386

(315) 686-3920 fax
1-800-662-1220 TTD

Providing affordable housing for people 62 or older 
or disabled regardless of age for over 30 years

BELLE EPOQUE
SUSAN MAHRER-OWNER
352 East Broadway, P.O. Box 273
Cape Vincent, NY 13618

Phone: 315-654-4466
Cell: 917-370-2938
E-mail: BelleEpoqueCV@aol.com

FINE GIFTS,
APPAREL AND

RIVER
KEEPSAKES









GENEVIEVE CHAVOUSTIE
Allied Member, ASID

288 East Broadway, Cape Vincent, NY 13618

T: 315-654-2007 •  F: 315-654-2363
GeneH@designwithgoodtaste.com • www.designwithgoodtaste.com

296 East Broadway • 654-2200
Redeem This Coupon for 

50¢ off Any Purchase
expires July 11, 2010 

The Tibbetts Point Lighthouse 
Historical Society 

was founded in 1988 for the restoration and preservation of the 
lighthouse and its buildings as  an historical and educational entity. 

We welcome new members to help us with our endeavor.

Information: 654-2700 or P.O. Box 683, Cape Vincent, NY

R O N S O N ’ S
GOLD STAR LIQUOR

20% OFF
2 or more bottles of wine

With This Ad. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Good through December 31, 2010

341 Arsenal St. • Watertown • 782-5220
“We Will Match Any Locally Advertised Prices!”



Serving Central New York
315.729.4102

Call us today for a Cleaner Tomorrow
www.mopheadscleaning.com
mopheads8820@yahoo.com

Commercial
Cleaning

VALLEY PEETZA
“Good Pizza - Spelled Badly”

Serving fresh dough pizza, subs, salads, 
chicken wings, soda, etc, etc

All shops open daily with delivery available
Now accepting credit cards

Four Tees per Hole - Cart Rental
Watered Fairways - Full Size Driving Range

League Play - Clubhouse Facilities
Entrance on Cheever Road  --  off Old Town Springs Road

649-GOLF (4653)

CHAUMONT
649-2420

CLAYTON
686-1200

CAPE VINCENT
654-4800

BROWNVILLE
786-0234





8:00am – 7:30 pm daily
May 1 – to - Oct. 24
Only International Car/Passenger 
Ferry on the St. Lawrence River

hornesferry.com

Wolfe Island, Ont. /Cape Vincent, NY
Ph 613-385-2402 – or – 315-783-0638  
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